
Vehicle to be driven on left side of roadway  
  

(1)Any person driving a vehicle on a public road shall do so by driving on the left side of the 

roadway and, where such roadway is of sufficient width, in such manner as not to encroach 

on that half of the roadway to his or her right: Provided that such encroachment shall be 

permissible--  

  where it can be done without obstructing or endangering other traffic or property which is 

or may be on such half and for a period and distance not longer than is necessary and prudent 

and provided that it is not prohibited by a road traffic sign; or  

  in compliance with a direction of a traffic officer or a road traffic sign.  

(2) The above rule only applies to two way roads and not single direction roads 

Driving on divided public road  

(1) Whenever any public road has been divided into two or more roadways by means of an 

intervening space or by a physical barrier or dividing section so constructed as to impede 

vehicular traffic, no person shall drive a vehicle upon such public road except upon the left-

hand roadway, unless directed or permitted by an appropriate road traffic sign or a traffic 

officer to use another roadway. 

(2) No person shall drive a vehicle on, over, across or within any dividing space, barrier or 

section referred to above, except through an opening in such space, barrier or section or at a 

cross-over or intersection: Provided that no person shall so drive through any such opening or 

at any such cross-over or intersection where such driving is prohibited by an appropriate road 

traffic sign or by a traffic officer. 

  

 
  

Passing of vehicle  

The driver of a vehicle intending to pass any other vehicle proceeding in the same direction 

on a public road shall pass to the right thereof at a safe distance and shall not again drive on 

the left side of the roadway until safely clear of the vehicle so passed: Provided that, in the 

circumstances as aforesaid, passing on the left of such vehicle shall be permissible if the 

person driving the passing vehicle can do so with safety to himself or herself and other traffic 

or property which is or may be on such road and--  

  the vehicle being passed is turning to its right or the driver thereof has signalled his or her 

intention of turning to his or her right;  

  such road is a public road in an urban area and--  

is restricted to vehicles moving in one direction; and  



the roadway is of sufficient width for two or more lines of moving vehicles;  

  such road is a public road in an urban area and the roadway is of sufficient width for two or 

more lines of moving vehicles moving in each direction;  

  the roadway of such road is restricted to vehicles moving in one direction and is divided 

into traffic lanes by appropriate road traffic signs; or  

  he or she is driving in compliance with the directions of a traffic officer or is driving in 

traffic which is under the general direction of such officer, and in accordance with such 

direction:  

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not pass other traffic proceeding in the same direction on a 

public road when approaching--  

  the summit of a rise;  

  a curve; or  

  any other place  

where his or her view is so restricted that any such passing could create a 

hazard in relation to other traffic which might approach from the opposite 

direction, unless-- 

he or she can do so without encroaching on the right-hand side of the roadway; or  

the roadway of such road is restricted to vehicles moving in one direction.  

(3) The driver of a vehicle on a public road shall, become aware of other traffic proceeding in 

the same direction and wishing to pass his or her vehicle, cause his or her vehicle to travel as 

near to the left edge of the roadway as is possible, without endangering himself or herself or 

other traffic or property on the roadway, and shall not accelerate the speed of his or her 

vehicle until the other vehicle has passed. 

(4) When about to pass oncoming traffic, the driver of a vehicle on a public road shall ensure 

that the vehicle driven by him or her does not encroach on the roadway to his or her right in 

such manner as may obstruct or endanger such oncoming traffic. 

(5) The driver of a vehicle intending to pass a stationary bus on a public road shall do so with 

due care for the safety of persons who are approaching or leaving or may approach or leave 

such bus. 

  

Prohibition on driving on shoulder of public road, except in certain circumstances  

(1) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on the shoulder of a public road. 

(2) The driver of a motor vehicle may, during the period between sunrise and sunset, drive 

such motor vehicle on the shoulder of a public road which is designated for one lane of traffic 

in each direction--  

  while such motor vehicle is being overtaken by another vehicle; and  



  if he or she can do so without endangering himself or herself, other traffic, pedestrians or 

property on such public road; and in an emergency ie: to change a tyre. 

  if persons and vehicles upon a public road are clearly discernible at a distance of at least 

150 metres.  

  

 
  

 Crossing or entering public road or traffic lane  

(1) The driver of a vehicle shall not cross a public road unless the road is clear of moving 

traffic for a sufficient distance to allow him or her to cross the road without obstructing or 

endangering any such traffic. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall not enter a public road unless he or she can do so with safety 

to himself or herself and other traffic. 

(3) The driver of a vehicle on a public road divided into traffic lanes by appropriate road 

traffic signs shall not turn from one lane into or across another lane unless he or she can do so 

without obstructing or endangering other traffic. 

  

 
  

Driving signals  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road who intends to stop such vehicle or suddenly reduce 

the speed thereof, or to turn such vehicle to the left or to the right, or to move such vehicle to 

the left or right on the roadway, shall give a conspicuous signal, of his or her intention, 

visible to any person approaching him or her from the front or from the rear or from the side, 

and of a duration sufficient to warn any such person of his or her intention. 

  

 
  

Right of way at certain road junctions  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road shall, when he or she intends entering any portion of 

a public road which constitutes a junction of two or more public roads where vehicular traffic 

is required to move around a traffic island within such junction, yield the right of way to all 

vehicular traffic approaching from his or her right within such junction, unless his or her 

entry into such junction is controlled by an instruction given by a traffic officer or a direction 

conveyed by a road traffic sign requiring him or her to act differently. 

  

 
  



Procedure when turning  

(1) The driver of a vehicle on a public road who desires to turn to the left shall, before 

reaching the point at which he or she intends to turn, indicate, his or her intention to turn and 

shall steer his vehicle as near to the left side of the roadway on which he or she is travelling 

as circumstances may permit and shall make such turn with due care and merge into such 

traffic stream as may at the time be proceeding along, towards or into the public road into 

which he desires to turn. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle on a public road who desires to turn right shall, before reaching 

the point at which he or she intends to turn, indicate his or her intention to turn and shall not 

effect such turning unless he or she can do so without obstructing or endangering other traffic 

and--  

if he or she is driving a vehicle on the roadway of a public road which roadway is intended 

for traffic in both directions--  

i.> he or she shall steer such vehicle as near as circumstances may permit to the immediate 

left of the middle of the roadway on which he or she is travelling; and  

ii.>            where the turn is at an intersection, he or she shall not encroach on the right half of 

the roadway into or out of which he or she intends to turn, except in the intersection itself, but 

shall in any event pass to the left of any traffic island in such intersection or comply with the 

direction conveyed by any appropriate road traffic sign; or  

  if he or she is driving a vehicle on a roadway of a public road where such roadway is 

intended for traffic in only one direction--  

i.>            he or she shall steer such vehicle as near as circumstances permit to the right side 

of such roadway; and  

ii.>            where the turn is at an intersection he or she shall not encroach on the right half of 

the roadway into which he or she intends to turn, except in the intersection itself but shall in 

any event pass to the left of any traffic island in such intersection or comply with the 

direction conveyed by an appropriate road traffic sign: Provided that where such turn is to be 

made into a roadway intended for traffic in only one direction, he or she may encroach on the 

right half of that roadway.  

  

Vehicles  

When using any light or heavy motor vehicle on a public road; all lamps must be undamaged, 

unobscured, properly secured, and capable of being lit at all times;  

The headlamps, rear lamps and number plate lamps must be kept lighted during the period;  

-> between sunset and sunrise, and  



  

-> at any other time when, due to insufficient light or unfavourable weather conditions, 

persons and vehicles upon the public road are not clearly discernible at a distance of 150 

metres.  

  

Provided that these provisions shall not apply to a motor vehicle, which is parked;  

  

-> off the roadway of a public road,  

 -> in a parking place demarcated by an appropriate road traffic sign, or  

-> within a distance of 12 metres from a lighted street lamp illuminating the road on which 

such vehicle is parked. 

 . 

 

Parking of vehicles  

(1) No person shall park a vehicle on a public road--  

in contravention of any road traffic sign; on the same side as a fire hydrant within an area 

bounded by the centre-line of the roadway and lines at right angles to such centre-line one 

and a half metres on either side of the hydrant, if such hydrant is clearly visible to and 

recognizable as such by drivers of moving vehicles, or if it is indicated by an appropriate road 

traffic sign; in any place where the vehicle would not obscure any road traffic sign; in such 

manner as to encroach upon the sidewalk, if any; or in such manner as to obstruct any private 

or public vehicular entrance to such road.  

(2) No person shall park a vehicle on any portion of the roadway (excluding the shoulders) of 

a public road outside an urban area or with any part of such vehicle within one metre of the 

edge of such roadway except in a parking place demarcated by an appropriate road traffic 

sign. 

  

(3) No person shall park a vehicle on the roadway of a public road within an urban area--  

  within nine metres of the side from which he or she approaches a pedestrian crossing 

demarcated by appropriate road traffic signs, unless such parking is permitted by appropriate 

road traffic signs;  

  within five metres of any intersection unless such parking is permitted by a road traffic 

sign;  



  upon or over the actuating mechanism of a traffic signal;  

  (i) with the outside of any left-hand wheel thereof more than 450 millimetres within the 

roadway; or  

ii. where the public road concerned is restricted to vehicles moving in one direction and the 

vehicle is parked on the side of the roadway, with the outside of any right hand wheel thereof 

more than 450 millimetres within the roadway, unless such parking is permitted by an 

appropriate road traffic sign; or  

  

which is less than five and a half metres wide unless the public road concerned is restricted to 

vehicles moving in one direction and such parking is permitted by appropriate road traffic 

signs.  

(4) No person shall park a motor vehicle on a traffic island or in a pedestrian mall or 

pedestrian lane. 

(5) Vehicles not adhering to the above may be removed or caused to be removed and 

impounded by a traffic officer, and unless the vehicle has been so parked in the course of a 

theft thereof, the owner shall bear the costs of such removal and impoundment. 

  

 
  

Duties relating to motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle  

 

You may not operate any motorcycle, on a public road unless all lamps fitted to such 

motorcycles are undamaged, properly secured and capable of being lighted at all times; When 

riding a motorcycle on a public road, the headlamp must be lighted at all times. (During night 

and day). 

(1) No person shall drive a motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle on a public road 

unless his or her feet are resting on the front foot-rests suitable for the purpose and, where the 

design of such motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle makes it possible to do so, 

he or she is seated astride on the saddle of such motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor 

quadrucycle. 

  

(2) No person shall on a public road carry a passenger on a motor cycle unless such cycle has 

an engine with a cylinder capacity exceeding 50 cubic centimetres and unless such passenger 

is seated in a side-car or astride on a pillion attached to such cycle and, in such latter event, 

the feet of the passenger are resting on foot-rests suitable for that purpose. 

  

(3) Not more than two persons shall ride upon a motor cycle on a public road, excluding a 

person riding in a side-car attached to such motor cycle. 



  

(4) Not more than two adult persons shall be carried in a side-car attached to a motor cycle on 

a public road. 

  

(5) No person or animal or object shall be carried on a motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor 

quadrucycle on a public road in front of the driver thereof: Provided that an object of a non-

bulky nature may be so carried if securely attached to the motor cycle, motor tricycle or 

motor quadrucycle or placed in a suitable carrier fitted thereon for that purpose and carried in 

such a way as not to obstruct the driver's view or prevent his or her exercising complete 

control over such motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle. 

  

(6) (a) Persons, other than traffic officers in the performance of their duties, driving motor 

cycles on a public road, shall drive in single file except in the course of overtaking another 

motor cycle, and two or more persons driving motor cycles shall not overtake another vehicle 

at the same time: Provided that where a public road is divided into traffic lanes, each such 

lane shall, for the purposes of this paragraph, be regarded as a public road.  

For the purposes of paragraph (a), a motor cycle shall include a motor tricycle or motor 

quadrucycle.  

  

(7) No person driving a motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle on a public road or 

seated on such motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle shall take hold of any other 

vehicle in motion. 

  

(8) Any person driving a motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle on a public road 

shall do so with at least one hand on the handlebars of such motor cycle, motor tricycle or 

motor quadrucycle. 

  

(9) Any person driving a motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle on a public road 

shall do so in such manner that all the wheels of such motor cycle, motor tricycle or motor 

quadrucycle are in contact with the surface of the road at all times.  

  

 
This forms part of the amendment of the National Road Traffic Act - created in 1996 - 

now Amended 

 May 2009  
 

Brakes on a Motor cycle or Motor tricycle 



 

150: No Person shall operate on a public road a Motorcycle or motor tricycle which is not 

equipped with two independent braking systems, one of which shall act on the front wheel or 

wheels and the other on the rear wheel or wheels and each such system shall have an 

efficiency at least equal to that specified for an emergency brake & when the two systems are 

applied simultaneously, the combined efficiency shall be at least equivalent to that specified 

for a service brake. 

  

MOTOR BIKES  
 

Relating to side cars: No side car can be attached to any motorcycle that has an engine 

cylinder capacity of less than 50 cubic cm.  

 

A driver may not  
• Disobey road rules or signs unless told to do so by a traffic officer  

• Must have one hand on the handle bar at all times  

• Passengers must sit securely with feet on foot rests.  

  

Vehicle causing excessive noise 

No person shall operate on a public road a vehicle in such a manner as to cause any excessive 

noise which can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable care on his or her part. 

  

 
  

Use of hooter  

No person shall on a public road use the sounding device or hooter of a vehicle except when 

such use is necessary in order to comply with the provisions of the regulations or on the 

grounds of safety. 

  

HOOTER  

You can only use a light motor vehicle on any public road if:  

• The hooter is in good working order,  

• When used the sounds is clearly heard from a distance of 90meters  

• Emergency sirens may not be played from a private vehicle  

  

 
  

Riding on pedal cycles  



(1) No person shall ride a pedal cycle on a public road unless he or she is seated astride on the 

saddle of such pedal cycle. 

(2) Persons riding pedal cycles on a public road shall ride in single file except in the course of 

overtaking another pedal cycle, and two or more persons riding pedal cycles shall not 

overtake another vehicle at the same time. 

(3) No person riding or seated on a pedal cycle on a public road shall take hold of any other 

vehicle in motion. 

(4) No person riding a pedal cycle on a public road shall deliberately cause such pedal cycle 

to swerve from side to side. 

(5) No person riding a pedal cycle on a public road shall carry thereon any person, animal or 

object which obstructs his or her view or which prevents him or her from exercising complete 

control over the movements of such pedal cycle. 

(6) A person riding a pedal cycle on a public road shall do so with at least one hand on the 

handle-bars of such pedal cycle. 

(7) Whenever a portion of a public road has been set aside for use by persons riding pedal 

cycles, no person shall ride a pedal cycle on any other portion of such road. 

(8) A person riding a pedal cycle on a public road or a portion of a public road set aside for 

use by persons riding pedal cycles, shall do so in such manner that all the wheels of such 

pedal cycle are in contact with the surface of the road at all times. 

  

 
  

Animal on public road  

(1) No person shall leave or allow any bovine animal, horse, ass, mule, sheep, goat, pig or 

ostrich to be on any section of a public road where that section is fenced or in any other 

manner closed along both sides, and no person shall leave such animal in a place from where 

it may stray onto such section of a public road. 

(2) The above rule shall not apply--  

  to any animal which is being ridden or is being used to draw a vehicle along a public road; 

or  

  to any animal which is being driven from one place to another in such manner as not to 

constitute a source of danger or injury to any person or vehicle using such road.  

(3) No person shall drive any animal referred to in statement (1)--  

  along a public road during the period from sunset to sunrise, unless a person carrying a red 



light visible in clear weather for a distance of at least 150 metres tends such an animal or, in 

the case of a flock or herd of more than 10 animals, a person tending such animals and 

carrying a light as aforesaid precedes and another such person carrying a light as aforesaid 

follows such animals; or  

  along a public road during any other period, unless a person displaying in a conspicuous 

manner a red cloth, of not less than 300 millimetres by 300 millimetres, tends such animal or, 

in the case of a flock or herd of more than 10 animals, a person tending such animals and 

displaying a cloth as aforesaid precedes and another such person displaying a cloth as 

aforesaid follows such animals.  

 

(4) A person in charge of an animal on a public road shall tend the animal in such a manner 

as not to constitute an obstruction or danger to other traffic. 

(5) A traffic officer may take charge of any animal referred to in statement (1) on a public 

road or take such steps in respect of the animal as determined by the MEC of the province 

concerned. 

  

Animal-drawn vehicles  

  

(1) No person shall operate an animal-drawn vehicle on a public road unless the name and 

address of the owner thereof is affixed or painted in a conspicuous position on the left side of 

such vehicle in letters not less than 25 millimetres high: Provided that nothing herein 

contained shall apply in respect of a vehicle used solely for the conveyance of persons 

otherwise than for hire or reward. 

(2) No person shall operate an animal-drawn vehicle on a public road unless the vehicle and 

the harness and other equipment thereof are in an efficient and safe condition. 

(3) The owner of an animal-drawn vehicle shall not cause or permit such vehicle to be used 

on a public road by any person who is not competent whether by reason of his or her age or 

otherwise to drive and control such vehicle. 

(4) The driver of an animal-drawn vehicle on a public road shall at all times give his or her 

undivided attention to the driving of the vehicle under his or her control, and if the vehicle is 

standing on a public road, the driver shall not cease to retain control over every animal which 

is still harnessed to the vehicle, unless some other person competent to do so takes charge of 

every such animal, or every such animal is so fastened that it cannot move from the place 

where it has been left. 

(5) No person shall operate on a public road a vehicle drawn by a team of animals not 

controlled by reins, unless there is a person leading the team and exercising control over such 

team. 

(6) The driver or other person in charge of a vehicle drawn by any animal shall not, on a 

public road outside an urban area, permit such vehicle to follow any other vehicle similarly 

drawn at a distance of less than 150 metres calculated from the foremost animal of such first-



mentioned vehicle, except for the purpose of overtaking a vehicle travelling at a slower speed 

or when a vehicle travelling at a greater speed, having overtaken such vehicle, is drawing 

away from it. 

  

 
  

Pedestrian's right of way in pedestrian crossing  

(1) Where a pedestrian crossing is situated in conjunction with a traffic signal, a pedestrian 

shall not enter such crossing except in accordance with the indications of traffic signal. 

(2) The driver of a vehicle shall yield the right of way, slowing down or stopping if need be 

to so yield to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a pedestrian crossing when the 

pedestrian is upon that half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is travelling, or when the 

pedestrian is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger. 

(3) No pedestrian shall suddenly enter a pedestrian crossing and walk or run into the path of a 

vehicle which is so close that it is impossible for the driver to yield. 

(4) Whenever any vehicle is stopped at a pedestrian crossing to permit pedestrians to cross 

the roadway, the driver of any other vehicle approaching from the rear shall not pass such 

stopped vehicle. 

  

The “Red man” or light show the pedestrian that it is not safe to cross the road at the current 

intersection. The pedestrian must wait on the side walk until such time as the “green man” or 

light is showen. Pedestrians that are currently on the crossing must cross as soon as they can. 

  

COMPULSORY STOPS 

 If any animals are seen to cross the road and only continue to move when the animals have 

crossed safely. 

  

  

 
  

Duties of pedestrians  

(1) Whenever a sidewalk or footpath abuts on the roadway of a public road, a pedestrian shall 

not walk on such roadway except for the purpose of crossing from one side of such roadway 

to the other or for some other sufficient reason. 



(2) A pedestrian on a public road which has no sidewalk or footpath abutting on the roadway, 

shall walk as near as is practicable to the edge of the roadway on his or her right-hand side so 

as to face oncoming traffic on such roadway, except where the presence of pedestrians on the 

roadway is prohibited by a prescribed road traffic sign.  

(3) No pedestrian shall cross a public road without satisfying himself or herself that the 

roadway is sufficiently free from oncoming traffic to permit him or her to cross the road in 

safety. 

(4) A pedestrian, when crossing a public road by means of a pedestrian crossing or in any 

other manner, shall not linger on such road but shall proceed with due despatch. 

(5) No pedestrian on a public road shall conduct himself or herself in such a manner as to or 

as is likely to constitute a source of danger to himself or herself or to other traffic which is or 

may be on such road. 

(6) A pedestrian may cross a public road only at a pedestrian crossing or an intersection or at 

a distance further than 50 metres from such pedestrian crossing or intersection. 

  

 
  

Hindering or obstructing traffic on public road  

(1) No person shall willfully or unnecessarily prevent, hinder or interrupt the free and proper 

passage of traffic on a public road. 

(2) Subject to the provisions of the Act or any other law, no person shall place or abandon or 

cause to be placed or abandoned on a public road any object that may endanger or cause 

damage to traffic on such road 

  

  

Vehicle left or abandoned on public road  

  

(1) Any vehicle standing on a public road in a position or in circumstances which in the 

opinion of a traffic officer, are likely to cause danger or an obstruction to other traffic on such 

road, may be removed forthwith to a safer place by any such traffic officer or person or 

authority instructed by such officer to remove such vehicle: Provided that such traffic officer 

or person or authority shall, in removing such vehicle, use such device or devices as may be 

necessary having regard to the public safety. 

(2) Any vehicle--  

  parked in a place where--  



i.> the stopping of a vehicle is prohibited; or  

ii.> a vehicle of a class to which such vehicle belongs may not be parked;  

  left for a continuous period of more than--  

i.> 24 hours in the same place on a public road outside an urban area;  

ii.> seven days in the same place on a public road within an urban area; or  

iii.> seven days on the site of any testing station; or  

  found on a public road and to which--  

i.> no licence number is affixed or, in the opinion of a traffic officer, a false licence number 

is affixed; or  

ii.> no other number or anything else is affixed which may, in the opinion of a traffic officer, 

serve to identify the owner,  

shall be deemed to have been abandoned by the owner and such vehicle may be removed by 

or on behalf of the authority having jurisdiction over the place or road concerned and such 

authority shall take all reasonable steps to trace the owner, and the owner shall, except in the 

case of a stolen vehicle, be liable to such authority for the expenses incurred-- 

a.> in the removal of such vehicle;  

in keeping the vehicle in custody for a period not exceeding four months; and  

in connection with the endeavour to trace him or her,  

and such authority may, subject to the provisions of rule (3), retain possession of such vehicle 

until such expenses have been paid. 

 

(3) If--  

  such owner is traced by the authority and fails to recover the vehicle concerned and pay the 

expenses referred to in that subregulation within 14 days after being requested to do so; or  

  after a lapse of one month from the date of removal, the owner cannot be traced,  

such vehicle or anything contained therein may be sold in the manner prescribed by any law 

governing the sale of movable property by such authority and, whenever possible, the 

authority which registered such vehicle shall be advised of such sale. 

 

(4) The proceeds of any sale shall be applied firstly to the costs of the removal, custody and 

sale of the vehicle concerned and all the endeavours made to trace the owner of such vehicle, 



and any balance shall be paid to the owner thereof upon his or her establishing his or her 

claim thereto: Provided that if no claim can be established within one year from the date of 

such sale, such balance shall be forfeited to the authority concerned. 

(5) If an authority is unable to sell any vehicle, it may dispose of that vehicle in any manner it 

deems fit, and any moneys received as a result of such disposal shall be forfeited to such 

authority. 

(6) An authority may delegate, either generally or specifically, any power conferred upon it in 

terms of that subregulation to any person in its employment. 

(7) The reasonable exercise by any person or authority of the powers conferred by this 

regulation shall not render such person or authority subject to any liability in respect of the 

loss or theft of or damage to any vehicle or part thereof or of anything therein or thereon. 

(8) Subject to the provisions of any other law, no person shall leave a vehicle in the same 

place on a public road for a continuous period of more than seven days.  

  

Special provisions relating to freeways  

  

(1) No person shall operate on a freeway--  

  a vehicle drawn by an animal; a vehicle drawn by an animal;  

  a pedal cycle;  

  a motor cycle having an engine with a cylinder capacity not exceeding 50 cubic 

centimetres or which is propelled by electrical power or which is a pedal cycle;  

  a motor tricycle or motor quadrucycle;  

  a vehicle with a mass not exceeding 230 kilograms and specially designed, constructed or 

adapted for the use of a person suffering from a physical defect or disability  

No tractor is allowed on the freeway unless it is been used for construction work on the road  

  

GENERAL DUTIES OF MOTORISTS NO PERSON DRIVING A CAR ON A 

PUBLIC ROAD MAY: 

  

 • Disobey road rules or signs unless told to do so by a traffic officer  

• Keep a safe following distance of 2 seconds for cars and bikes  

• 3 seconds if you drive a motor bike  

• Following distance is bigger in bad weather or when visibility is poor  



• When driving a vehicle the driver must always have complete control and full view of the 

road way ad traffic  

• A driver may not Cause/allow the engine to run in a way that emits smoke or fumes that 

would come from a good running engine  

  

 
  

(2) No person shall--  

  be on a freeway on foot except--  

within an area reserved for the stopping or parking of vehicles by an appropriate road traffic 

sign;  

ii.> for a cause beyond his or her control; or  

iii.> in the case of any person performing service in the Citizen Force as contemplated in 

section 21 of the Defence Act, 1957 (Act No. 44 of 1957), between the junction of an 

offramp and the junction of an on-ramp on the left-hand side of the roadway, unless a 

prescribed road traffic sign forbids the presence of such person on such freeway or junction;  

  leave or allow an animal to be on a freeway except in or on a motor vehicle or within an 

area reserved for the stopping or parking of vehicles by an appropriate road traffic sign, or 

leave an animal in a place from where it may stray onto a freeway;  

i.> in compliance with a road traffic sign or a direction given by a traffic officer;  

ii.> within an area reserved for the stopping or parking of vehicles by an appropriate road 

traffic sign;  

iii.> for any cause beyond his or her control; or  

iv.> in an area referred to in paragraph (a)(iii) for the purpose of allowing persons so 

performing service there to board or alight from such vehicle;  

  give a hand signal when driving a motor vehicle on a freeway except for a cause beyond 

his or her control.  

  

 
  

(3) The provisions of--  

  subregulation (1)(f) shall not apply to a person who operates a tractor in connection with 

the construction or maintenance of a freeway;  

  subregulation (2)(a) shall not apply to--  



i.> a traffic officer while he or she is engaged in the performance of his or her duties;  

ii.> a person while he or she is engaged in rescue or salvage work;  

iii.> a person while he or she is engaged in the construction or maintenance of a freeway or 

the rendering of an essential public service; or  

iv.> a person while he or she is engaged in civil protection as contemplated in an ordinance 

made in terms of section 3 of the Civil Protection Act, 1977 (Act No. 67 of 1977); and  

  subregulation (2)(c) shall not apply to--  

i.> the driver of--  

aa.>   an ambulance, fire-fighting vehicle or rescue vehicle; or or rescue vehicle; or a 

breakdown vehicle while he or she is engaged in the salvaging of another motor vehicle;  

ii.> a traffic officer who drives a vehicle in the performance of his or her duties;  

iii.> a person who drives a vehicle while it is used in connection with the construction or 

maintenance of a freeway or the rendering of an essential public service; or  

iv.> a person who drives a vehicle while he or she is engaged in civil protection as 

contemplated in an ordinance made in terms of section 3 of the Civil Protection Act, 1977.  

(4) Where the driver of a motor vehicle which is being driven in the right-hand traffic lane or 

in the traffic lane furthest to the right on a freeway (hereinafter referred to as the first vehicle) 

becomes aware that the driver of another motor vehicle (hereinafter referred to as the second 

vehicle) intends to overtake the first vehicle, the driver of the first vehicle shall steer that 

vehicle to a lane to the left of the one in which he or she is driving, without endangering 

himself or herself or other traffic or property on the freeway, and shall not accelerate the 

speed of his or her vehicle until the second vehicle has passed.  

(5) For the purposes of subregulation (5) the driver of the second vehicle may make the driver 

of the first vehicle aware that he or she intends to overtake the first vehicle by giving the 

driver thereof a visible signal by means of flashing the headlights of his or her vehicle. 

 

  

 
  

This forms part of the amendment of the National Road Traffic Act - created in 1996 - now 

Amended May 2009 in 1996 - now Amended May 2009 

Projections in case of vehicle other than motor cycle, motortricyc  

(6) No Person shall operate on a public road a vehicle other than a motor cycle, motor tricycle 

or Pedal cycle -- 



 

(a) Carrying any goods which project -- 

(i) either side of the longitudinal centre-line of the vehicle by more than- 

(aa) in the case of a bus or goods vehicle 1.3 metershe case of a bus or goods vehicle 1.3 

meters 

(bb) in the case of any otheProvided that any side mirror or direction indicator on the vehicle 

shall not be taken into account; 

(ii) more than 300 mm beyond the front end of the vehicle; or  

(iii) more than 1,8 meters beyond the rear end of the vehicle or 

 

(b) of which; 

(i) the front overhang, together with any projection, exceeds the front overhang as provided in 

regulation 226(1)(b) or; 

(ii) any bracket projects more than 150 mm beyond the widest part of the vehicle 

 

(7) No person shall operate on a public road a vehicle or combination of vehicles where the 

combined length of such vehicles and any projection exceeds the overall length prescribed in 

the above regulation. 

Projections in case of motor cycle, motortricycle or pedal cycleof motor cycle, 

motortricycle or pedal cycle 

No Person shall operate on a public road a motor cycle, motor tricycle or Pedal cycle if any 

goods carried thereon, or on any portion or side-car of such cycle, project more than 600 mm 

to the front of the axle centre of the front wheel or more than 900 mm to the rear of the axle 

centre of the rear wheel or more than 450 mm on either side of the wheels of such cycle or 

more than 300 mm to the outside of the wheel of any side-car: Provided that the provisions of 

this regulation shall not apply in respect of any side mirrors or crash bar. 

  

 
  

 

Regualtion 256 

(8)  No fold-up or jockey seat, shall be permitted in any minibus or midibus first registered on 

or after 4 September 2006 and operating in terms of an operating licence issued in accordance 

with the provisions of the NLTTA 

(9) Not more than one front seat for a passenger shall be providede for in a minibus or 

midibus first registered on or after 4 September 2006 and operating in terms of an operating 

licence issued in accordance with the provisions of the NLTTA. 

  

General duties of driver or passenger of vehicle on a public road  
  

(1) No person driving or having a vehicle on a public road shall--  

  cause such vehicle to travel backwards unless it can be done in safety, or cause it to run 

backwards for a distance or time longer than may be necessary for the safety or reasonable 



convenience of any occupant of that vehicle or of other traffic on such road;  

  follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent having regard to the 

speed of such other vehicle and the traffic on and the condition of the roadway, or more 

closely than is prescribed in these regulations;  

  permit any person, animal or object to occupy any position in or on such vehicle which 

may prevent the driver thereof from exercising complete control over the movements of the 

vehicle or signalling his or her intention of stopping, slowing down or changing direction;  

  when driving such vehicle, permit any person to take hold of or interfere with the steering 

or operating mechanism of the vehicle;  

  when driving such vehicle, occupy such position that he or she does not have complete 

control over the vehicle or does not have a full view of the roadway and the traffic ahead of 

such vehicle.  

  allow such vehicle to remain unattended on such road without setting its brake or adopting 

such other method as will effectively prevent the vehicle from moving from the position in 

which it is left;  

  if such vehicle is parked or is stationary at the side of such road, drive the vehicle from that 

position unless he or she is able to do so without interfering with moving traffic approaching 

from any direction and with safety to himself or herself and others;  

  fail to give an immediate and absolute right of way to a vehicle sounding a device or bell  

  allow any portion of his or her body to protrude beyond such vehicle while it is in motion 

on such road except for the purpose of giving any hand signal which he or she is required or 

authorised to give in terms of these regulations or unless he or she is engaged in examining or 

testing or parking such vehicle;  

  permit any person or animal to occupy the roof, any step or running board or any other 

place on top of a vehicle while such vehicle is in motion;  

  cause or allow the engine thereof to run in such manner that it emits smoke or fumes which 

would not be emitted if the engine were in good condition or ran in an efficient manner;  

  cause or allow the engine thereof to run while the motor vehicle is stationary and 

unattended;  

  negligently or willfully deposit or cause or permit to be deposited any petrol or other liquid 

fuel or any oil or grease or other flammable or offensive matter, ashes or other refuse, of 

whatever nature, from such vehicle upon or alongside such road; or  

  cause or allow the engine thereof to run while petrol or other flammable fuel is being 

delivered into the fuel tank of such vehicle, or cause or allow such engine to be started up 

before the delivery of the petrol or other flammable fuel into the fuel tank of such vehicle has 

been completed and the cover of such fuel tank has been replaced.  

(2) No person, other than the driver, shall take hold of or interfere with the steering or 

operating mechanism of a vehicle while it is in motion on a public road, unless it may 

reasonably be inferred that the driver is no longer capable of steering or controlling such 

vehicle. 

(3) No passenger in a vehicle on a public road shall permit any part of his or her body to 

protrude beyond such vehicle. 

(4) No person shall enter or alight from any vehicle on a public road unless such vehicle is 

stationary and unless he or she can do so with safety to himself or herself and other users of 

the road. 



(5) No person shall drive, pull or push a vehicle upon a sidewalk: Provided that the 

provisions of this subregulation shall not apply to a perambulator, invalid chair, baby cart or 

child's play vehicle.  

  

 
  

Compulsory stops  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road shall stop such vehicle--  

  in compliance with any direction conveyed by a road traffic sign or given by a traffic 

officer in uniform; or  

  at the request or on the signal of a person leading or driving any bovine animal, horse, ass, 

mule, sheep, goat, pig or ostrich on such road.  

  

 
  

Stopping of vehicles  

Except in order to avoid an accident, or in compliance with a road traffic sign or with a 

direction given by a traffic officer, or for any cause beyond the control of the driver, no 

person shall stop a vehicle on the roadway of a public road--  

  alongside or opposite an excavation or obstruction on the public road if other traffic would 

be obstructed or endangered by such stopping; 

  

  within any tunnel or subway or on any bridge or within six metres of any tunnel, subway or 

bridge;  

  on, or within six metres from the beginning or end of, any part of such roadway where the 

normal width thereof has for any reason been constricted;  

  in contravention of any road traffic sign;  

  on the right-hand side of such roadway facing oncoming traffic;  

  alongside or opposite any other vehicle on such roadway where such roadway is less than 

nine metres wide;  

  within the railway reserve at a level crossing;  

  within nine metres of his or her approaching side of a pedestrian crossing demarcated by 

appropriate road traffic signs; or  

in any other place where the stopping of a vehicle would or would be likely to constitute a 

danger or an obstruction to other traffic 

  

Prohibition on use of communication device while driving  

  

(1) No person shall drive a vehicle on a public road--  

  while holding a cellular or mobile telephone or any other communication device in one or 

both hands or with any other part of the body;  

  while using or operating a cellular or mobile telephone or other communication device 



unless such a cellular or mobile telephone or other communication device is affixed to the 

vehicle or is part of the fixture in the vehicle and remains so affixed while being used or 

operated, or is specially adapted or designed to be affixed to the person of the driver as 

headgear, and is so used, to enable such driver to use or operate such telephone or 

communication device without holding it in the manner contemplated in paragraph (a), and 

remains so affixed while being used or operated.  

 

(2) The word "headgear" is a device which is specially designed or adapted to allow the 

driver to use a cellular or mobile telephone or other communication device in such a manner 

that he or she does not hold it in one or both hands or with any other part of the body, and 

which is connected to the cellular or mobile telephone or other communication device, 

directly or indirectly, while being fitted to or attached to one or both ears of the driver.  

  

 
  

Damage to public roads  

No person shall on a public road:  

  cause any wheel of any vehicle to drag or spin upon the surface of the roadway, except in 

the case of an emergency;  

  make use of chocks or shoes between any wheel of any vehicle moving along the roadway 

and the surface of such roadway; or  

  use any vehicle or thing or move any vehicle or thing on the roadway in a manner causing 

or likely to cause damage thereto. 

  

 
  

Towing of vehicles  

No person shall operate a vehicle on a public road towing another vehicle--  

  

  if the length of the tow-rope, chain or tow-bar between the two vehicles is less than three 

and a half metres;  

  If rope is bigger then 3.5m unless car is  been towed is a semi-trailer 

  You may not use a motorcycle to tow a vehicle 

  if the towed vehicle is connected to the towing vehicle in such a manner that both vehicles 

are not under control;  

  unless the steering gear of the vehicle being towed is controlled by a person holding a code 

of driving licence authorising him or her to drive the class of such vehicle,  

  if the towed vehicle is fitted with steering gear contemplated in regulation 200(1): Provided 



that the provisions of this paragraph shall not apply in the case where--  

i.> the steerable wheels of the towed vehicle are being carried clear of the ground; or  

ii.> the device connecting the towing vehicle to the towed vehicle is such that the steerable 

wheels of the towed vehicle are controlled by such device;  

  if the brakes of the towed vehicle do not comply with the provisions of regulation 155, 

unless the towing vehicle is connected to the towed vehicle by means of a drawbar or tow-

bar;  

  at a speed in excess of 30 kilometres per hour, unless the towing vehicle is connected to the 

towed vehicle by means of a drawbar or a tow-bar;  

  if the towed vehicle is conveying persons at a speed in excess of 30 kilometres per hour, 

unless the towed vehicle is a semi-trailer; or  

  if the towing vehicle is a motor cycle, motor tricycle, motor quadrucycle or pedal cycle. 

  

Driving signals and signals for the control of traffic 

Left-turn hand signal  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road who intends to turn to the left or move to the left 

shall, before reaching the point at which he or she intends to turn or move to the left, extend 

his or her right arm sideward from the shoulder with the forearm in a vertical and downward 

position and move his or her forearm in a circular anti-clockwise motion: Provided that in the 

case of a driver of a tractor, a two-wheel vehicle or an animal drawn vehicle, such driver 

may, in lieu of the hand signal aforesaid, extend his or her left arm and hand sideward from 

the shoulder and fully horizontal to the road with the palm of the hand turned to the front. 

  

 
  

Right-turn hand signal  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road who intends to turn to the right or move to the right 

shall, before reaching the point at which he or she intends to turn or move to the right, extend 

his or her right arm and hand sideward from the shoulder and fully horizontal to the road with 

the palm of the hand turned to the front. 

  

 
  

Use of direction indicators in lieu of hand signals  

The driver of a vehicle which is fitted with direction indicators shall signal his or her 

intention to turn or move to the left or right by operating the direction indicator on the left or 

right side, as the case may be, of the vehicle.  



  

  The driver of a vehicle who has put a direction indicator into operation to signal his or her 

intention to turn or move to the left or right shall, as soon as the need to signal has passed, 

cease to keep such indicator in operation.  

(2) The driver of a tractor or of a combination of motor vehicles of which the drawing vehicle 

is a tractor, may in lieu of giving the appropriate hand signal, signal his or her intention to 

turn to the left or to the right or move to the left or the right by extending a portable direction 

indicator which complies with the following requirements:  

  when in use, the indicator shall project at least 30 metres beyond the widest part of the 

vehicle or load thereon, whichever is the wider;  

  the portable direction indicator shall consist of a red fluorescent arrow of adequate rigidity, 

with dimensions as shown in Diagram A hereto, attached to a handle the length of which 

shall comply with the requirements of paragraph (a); and  

a yellow retro-reflector complying with the definition of a retro-reflector shall be fitted to the 

front and back surfaces of the arrow as illustrated hereunder  

  

 
  

Signal to indicate intention to reduce speed  

The driver of a vehicle on a public road who intends to stop or to reduce speed suddenly shall 

before doing so extend his or her right arm sideward from the shoulder with the forearm held 

in a vertical and upward position and the palm of the hand turned to the front. 

  

  

 
  

Permissible hand signals  

The driver of a vehicle may, in addition to the signals prescribed in the preceding regulations, 

give the following hand signals:  

  If he or she intends to slow down, he or she may extend his or her right arm sideward from 

the shoulder with the palm of the hand turned downward and move his or her arm slowly up 

and down; and  

  if he or she desires to indicate to following traffic that it may overtake his or her vehicle on 

the right, he or she may fully extend his or her right arm below the level of the shoulder with 

the palm of the hand turned forward and move it backward and forward from the shoulder.  

  

 
  



Signals for use by traffic officer for control of traffic  

 

 (1) The signals which a traffic officer shall use for the control of traffic, are set out in the 

Schedule: Provided that a traffic officer is not prohibited from giving any other signal he or 

she may deem appropriate in the exercise of his or her powers. 

 

(2) A traffic officer who has given a stop signal to a driver of a vehicle or a pedestrian on a 

public road, may lower the hand by which such signal was given or use it for giving other 

signals and any such driver or pedestrian shall not proceed until such officer signals to him or 

her to do so. 

  

  

Prohibition of advertising on public roads 

 

(290) (1)  No person shall display or allow to be displayed any advertising material on or 

attached to a road traffic sign, except -  

(a) that a single advertisement may be displayed on each side of a street name sign GL 1 or a 

suburb name sign GL2 in combination with such signs; or  

(b) where the manufacturer of such sign displays his or her name at the back of that sign; or 

  

(c) in the circumstances referred to in section 57(6) of the act: Provided that it shall be 

displayed substantially in conformity with the Southern African Development Community 

Road Traffic Signs Manual. 

   

(2) No Person shall use or portray a road traffic sign in an advertisement where such 

advertisement is visible for a road user while traveling on a public road. 

     

(3) No Person may; 

(a) operate on a public road a motor vehicle on which is appears or is displayed any 

electronic device or lights emitting advertisement; or 

(b) display on a stationary motor vehicle any electronic device or lights emitting 

advertisement visible from a public road or land adjacent to such public road, or cause it to be 

so displayed: 

 

Provided that the provision of subregulation 3 shall not apply to lamp illuminating notice, or 

identification lamps as referred to in regulation 173 and taxi tops bearing an advertisement or 

information on top of metered taxis operating in terms of an operating licence issued in 

accordance with the provisions of the NLTTA 

 

(4) No person shall display or cause to be displayed and directional sign displaying or 

depicting the sale of liquor products visible on a public road, or permit it to be so displayed. 

  



 
  

Prohibition on speed detectors, jammers and similar devices 

 

(1) No person may operate on a public road a motor vehicle in which is fitted or affixed to 

such motor vehicle any device that interferes or detect the use of a speed monitoring or 

measuring device;  

  

(2) No Person may have in his or her possession whilst traveling in a motor vehicle a device 

that interferes or detects the use of a speed monitoring or measuring device. 

  

 
  

Regulation 305 - subregulation 7 has been amended as follows:  

No person other than the disabled person shall park a motor vehicle on a parking bay reserved 

for disabled persons.. 

  

 
  

Regulation 308B - after regulation 308A has been amended as follows:  
 

Prohibition on use of television receivers and visual display units in motor vehicles 

 

308B       (1) No person may operate on a public road a motor vehicle that has a television 

receiver or visual display unit in or on the vehicle operated while the vehicle is moving, or is 

stationary but not parked, if any part or portion of the image on the screen: 

(a) is visible to the driver from the normal driving position; or  

(b) is likely to distract the driver or other road users; 

 

(2) The provisions of subregulation (1) do not apply to the driver if: 

 

(a) driving a bus and the visual display unit is, or displays, a destination sign or other bus sign 

(b) The visual display unit is, or is part of, a drivers navigational or intelligent driving aid; or 

(c) driving double deck bus having a TV Monitor 

  

Duties relating to motor cycle or motor tricycle:  

(1) No person shall drive a motor cycle or motor tricycle on a public road unless his or her 

feet are resting on the front foot-rests suitable for the purpose and, where the design of such a 

motorcycle or motor tricycle makes it possible to do so, he or she is seated astride on the 

saddle of such a motor cycle or motor tricycle. 



(2) No person shall on a public road carry a passenger on a motor cycle unless such cycle has 

an engine with a capacity exceeding 50 cubic cm and unless such a passenger is seated in a 

side-car or astride on a pillion attached to such cycle and, in such latter event, the feet of the 

passenger are resting on foot-rests suitable for that purpose. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of subregulation (2), not more than two persons shall ride upon a 

motor cycle on a public road, excluding a person riding in a side-car attached to such motor 

cycle. 

(4) Not more than two adult persons shall be carried in a side-car attached to a motor cycle on 

a public road. 

(5) No person or animal or object shall be carried on a motor cycle or motor tricycle on a 

public road in front of the driver thereof. Provided that an object of a non-bulky nature may 

be so carried if securely attached to the motor cycle or motor tricycle or placed in a suitable 

carrier fitted thereon for that purpose and carried in such a way as not to obstruct the drivers 

view or prevent his or her exercising complete control over such a motor cycle or motor 

tricycle. 

(6)   (a) Persons, other than traffic officers in the performance of their duties, driving motor 

cycles on a public road, shall drive in a single file except in the course of overtaking another 

motor cycle, and two or more persons driving motor cycles shall not overtake another vehicle 

at the same time. Provided that where a public road is divided into traffic lanes, each such 

lane shall, for the purposes of this paragraph, be regarded as a public road. 

      (b) for the purpose of paragraph (a), a motorcycle shall include a motor tricycle 

(7) No person driving a motor cycle or motor tricycle on a public road or seated on such 

motor cycle or motor tricycle shall take hold of any other vehicle in motion. 

(8) Any person driving a motor cycle or motor tricycle on a public road shall do so with 

at least one hand on the motor cycle or motor tricycle. 

(9) Any person driving a motor cycle or motor tricycle on a public road shall do so in a 

manner that all the wheels of such motor cycle or motor tricycle are in contact with the 

surface of the road at all times. 

  

  

  

 


